CHURCH OF GOD BIBLE COURSE

L ESSON NO. 17

THE PLAIN TRUTH ABOUT
THE OLD AND NEW COVENANTS

Exactly what are the Old and New Covenants? And what
do these covenants have to do with Spirit-begotten
Christianstoday?

A common belief today is that the Ten Commandments did not exist until Moses a Mt. Sinai and that they
lasted only until Jesus Chrigt's degth.
According to this teaching, Jesus came to establish a New Covenant containing only grace and promises-but
certainly no law.

Surprising as it may seem to many professing Chrigtians, God's Law did not begin when God made the covenant
a Mt. Sina with ancient Isradl. The law of God had been in full force and effect Snce before Adam!

GOD'SLAW BEFORE ADAM

To fully understand the truth about the Old and New Covenants, we need to be reminded of a very basc fact:
God's law of love existed long before Adam and Evel

We learned in a previous lesson that the way of life by which the two members of the God family have dways
lived is the way of love. God has dways loved the Word and the Word has dways loved God. The two have
lived in perfect harmony from eternity (John 10:30). The love they have for each other — this was of life —isthe
atitude motiveting dl that the God family does.

The love of God is outflowing toward others. God is concerned about the welfare of dl His crested beings.
God'slove isthe dtitude of cooperation, serving, helping. It isthe way of "give" ingead of "get”.

The eternd God has ordained that we dl learn to love His way of love. And how is God's love defined? "For
thisisthelove of God, that we keep his commandments: and his commandments are not grievous' (I John 5:3).
But to what commandments is the gpostle John referring?

When the Word was the human Jesus Chrigt nearly 2,000 years ago, someone asked Him a smilar question.
Chrigt answered, "Thou shat do no murder, Thou shat not commit adultery, Thou shdt not sted, Thou shdt not
bear fa se witness, Honour thy father and thy mother: and, Thou shdt love thy neighbour as thysdf" (Matt. 19:18-
19). Jesus obvioudy was talking about the Ten Commandments.

The Ten Commandments conditute a spiritua law that is inexorable and eternd-a law that is love and the
fulfillment of which islove (Rom. 13:10). The essence of God's spiritud law is love toward God and love toward
felowman (Matt. 22:36-40). The first four of the Ten Commandments teach us how to love God. And the last
Sx teach us how to love our fellowman.



Since God's very nature is love (I John 4:16), His law reflects His nature, describing His loving character. And
snce God's character will never change (Md. 3:6; Heb. 13:8), His spiritud law will never change or be done
away! (Ps. 111:7-8).

RESULTSOF SIN

Why don't we have universa peace, harmony and cooperation in the world today? Because of the transgression
of God's law of love! Disobedience to the Ten Commandments has produced dl the discord, unhappiness,
suffering and degth the world has experienced since Adam!

Our previous lessons reveded that the government of God was established on earth when God placed angels
here to finish its cregtion. God's government, which is based on His law of love, regulated the angels activities.
It regulated their relationship with God and with each other.

There was peace, harmony, joy and accomplishment on earth-until the anointed cherub Lucifer rebelled against
the government of God and sinned (2 Peter 2:4). A third of the angdls followed him in this rebellion. Paul sad
sn cannot be imputed if there is no law to transggressl (Rom. 5:13). Since Lucifer and the angels sinned, there
had to be alaw they transgressed! That law was God's law of love. The faithful angels have continued to live by
God's commandments (Ps. 103:20-21).

Much later, God created the firs man and woman. He ingtructed them in Hisway. God reveded that living by
Hislaw of love would result in happiness, joy and materia abundance. Thus God taught the Ten Commandments
to Adam and Eve. He dso reveaded the results of disobeying that law.

After ingtructing the first man and woman in His way, God required them to make a choice. Adam, in order to
receive God's Holy Spirit (symbolized by the "tree of life") and restore the government of God to earth, would
have to rgect Satan's way of "get" and follow God's way of "give'-the way of His law of love. At that time the
former Lucifer, now Satan the devil, was there in the garden of Eden to tempt the first humans.

Adam choseto rgject God. He made this fateful decision for himself and the whole world, which has descended
from him. God therefore drove our firgt parents out of the garden of Eden and shut mankind off from access to
the Holy Spirit. From then on, God would reved the true knowledge and understanding of His spiritua law and
plan only to those of His choosing (John 6:44; 1 Peter 1:10-12). Man would not have free accessto God's Holy
Spirit and spiritual understanding again until Christ's return to put an end to Satan'sreign (Rev. 20:1-3).

During the succeeding nearly six millennid "days' of Satan's rule, those rdaively few whom God has cdled-His
“firgfruits'-have indeed received His Holy Spirit and been begotten spiritualy They have the opportunity to enter
into aspecia covenant relationship with God!

GOD'SCOVENANTSWITH MAN

God has made a number of covenants with humans. There were the covenants with the patriarchs Noah and
Abraham and with King David. God also made a covenant with the ancient nation of Isradl, which was later
cdled the "Old Covenant." But the most important covenant-the "New Covenant”-is yet to be made in the future!
Exactly what are the Old and New Covenants? What does the Bible say was the fault of the Old and why is the
New necessary? How can we enter into a New Covenant relationship with God and when will the New
Covenant be made?

Before you begin this study, be sure to get your Bible so you can turn to and read dl the verses given in answer
to the questions in this lesson. Y ou will aso find it very profitable to copy these verses in a notebook. This will
not only enable you to easily review your studies at any time in the future, it will aso help you to remember these
important scriptures.

Now let's begin another fascinating studly!

DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A COVENANT AND A TESTAMENT



One of the most important doctrines the living Chrigt has reveded to His Church is that of the Old and New
Covenants. Unfortunately, many cardesdy confuse the word "covenant” with "testament.”

A testament isnot a covenant, and a covenant isnot a testament. Yet common reigious usage seems to
confuse them. It isimportant, at the outset, to understand the difference.

A testament is an act or written instrument by which a person bequesaths or wills certain of his possessions to
another. It usudly is not a payment or reward for work or obligation performed.

But a covenant, comments Webdter, is "a mutud agreement, alega undertaking to do or to refrain from some
act, a document containing the terms of agreement.” In biblical usage a covenant is a contract, or agreement, by
which one party promises certain rewards or payments in return for certain stipulated performance by the other
party.

Let's notice now the covenant God made with one of the patriarchs.

1. What was the covenant God made with Abraham? Gen. 12:1-7; 15:18. What were the terms or conditions
Abraham had to fulfill in order that he and his descendants might receive the promises of God's covenant with
him? Gen. 12:1; 17:1-9.

COMMENT: Notice that Abraham was to depart the land of his birth br the territory of Canaan.
Another requirement Abraham had to fulfill as his part of the covenant was to wak before God and be "perfect”
or upright. If Abraham would comply, then God, in turn, bound Himsdf to fulfill the specific promises in His
covenant with Abraham.

Notice that no desth had to take place to make this covenant binding, as would have been necessary if this
were a testament.

2. Did God establish the same covenant with Abraham's son Isaac? Gen. 17:19. To which of Isaac's sons
was the covenant later passed? Gen. 27:27-30.

COMMENT: God's covenant with Abraham was confirmed to Issac and to his son Jacob, whose
name was changed to Isradl.

Years later, because of a great famine in the land of Canaan where Isradl lived, the patriarch and his family
moved to Goshen in Egypt. There, his descendants grew into a large nation. Through circumstances beyond
their control, they eventudly became endaved to the Egyptians. 3. Did God look down upon the captive children
of Isradl and remember His covenant with their forefathers? Ex. 2:23-25.

COMMENT: Through a series of miracles God released the children of Isragl from bondage and led
them out of Egypt.

GOD'SCOVENANT WITH ANCIENT ISRAEL

1. Where did God lead the |sraglites on their way from Egypt to the Promised Land? Ex. 19:1-2.

2. Did God propose to make a covenant with the children of Israel? Verses 3-6. What would be

the peoples part of the agreement? Verse 5. What would be God's part of the agreement? Verses 5-6.
COMMENT:  Through Moses, God proposed a covenant with the Israglites. In it God promised to

make them a greet nation if they would obey Him. Notice the very large IF in this covenant agreement.

3. Did the people agree to God's condition? Verse 8.

COMMENT: The people glibly agreed. "All that the Lord hath spoken we will do," they promised.
They were so certain of their own ability to obey God that they redlly affirmed they would abide by the covenant.
4. Since the Isradites expressed their desire to enter into a covenant with God, what did He inform Moses He
would do on the third day? Verse 11. How does the Bible describe this awvesome event? Verses 16-20.

5. Exactly what did God tell the people they had to do to obey Him-to fulfill their part of the covenant with
God? Ex. 20:1-17; Deut. 5:6-21.

COMMENT: Onthethird day, amid an awesome display of lightning, thunder and thick clouds swirling
over the mountain, God's powerful voice thundered in their ears the basic law of His government-the grest
spiritud law defining, in principle, God's way of life.

This covenant made at Mt. Sinai-caled the "Old Covenant” today-imposed upon the people of Isragl certain
terms and conditions to be performed. The people were to keep the Ten Commandments. And the reward for



obedience would be to make Isradl a nation "above al people.” Notice that the promises were purely nationa
and materid. There was no mention of spiritud blessngs.

6. Did God, with His own finger, write these commandments on tables of stone? Deut. 5:22; 4:13.

7. After God had given the Ten Commandments to the Isradlites, what did He instruct Moses to set before
the people? Deut. 61; 4:5.

COMMENT:  God reveded to Moses additiond laws-various gpplications of the Ten Commandments
in the form of civil statutes and judgments (detailed in Exodus 20:22 through chapter 23). God ingtructed Moses
to write these gatutes and judgments in a book called the "Book of the Covenant” (Ex. 24:4, 7). These
additional laws thus became a part of the covenant God made with Isradl.

8. Did the Igradlites formally agree before God that they would obey dl the laws of His covenant? Ex. 24:3,
1.
9. Was the covenant then ratified, or seeled-made binding with blood? Verses 6-8.

COMMENT: Once a covenant is signed, seded or ratified-confirmed-it cannot be added to (Gal.
3:15). Anything gppearing "beneath the signature”, so to speak, is not legaly any part of the covenant. Notice
the words "the covenant, which the Lord hath made with you" (Ex. 24:8). It was then aready made-completed!
Thisis very important to note, as we will see later.

If the Isradlites would keep the law in the letter, God would keep His part of the covenant. He would fulfill dl
the materid promises of this materid covenant (Lev. 26:3-13; Deut. 28:1-14).

A MARRIAGE COVENANT

When the Word (John 1: 1 -3), who later became the human Jesus Chrigt (verse 14), made the first man and
woman, He established the marriage relationship (Gen. 2:21-25). Centuries later, this same divine Personage
entered into a"marriage’ relationship with the nation of Isragl! Few understand this important fact.

1. When and how did the One who later became Jesus Christ become Isradl’s husband? Jer. 31:31-32; Ezek.
16:8. Also notice in Exodus 19:8 and 24:7 the "l do" agreement made by the "wife" — Isradl-to her "Husband,”
Y ahweh, the LORD-the One who became Christ.

COMMENT: The covenant made at Mt. Sinai was typica of a marriage contract between a man and
woman. It was, symbolicaly spesking, a "marriage" agreement between the Word (Christ) and the nation of
lsredl.

Asthe LORD who dedt with Old Testament Israel, Christ-the Husband-promised to materidly provide for and
protect the nation or congregetion of Isragl. The nation, as the wife, in turn agreed to remain faithful to Him-to
refrain from any adulterous or whorish relations with the pagan gods of other nations (Ex. 34:12-17). Isradl, asa
nation, accepted the role of awife, to obey her Husband.

2. Wha were the blessings Isradl's Husband would provide His wife if she would live by the laws she agreed to
keep? Review Leviticus 26:3-13 and Deuteronomy 28:1-14.

COMMENT: Recdl that in Lesson 16 we covered the grest material blessings the children of Israd would
receive if they obeyed God's lavs. We also saw what curses would result if they disobeyed (Lev. 26:14-39;
Deut. 28:15-68).

BASED ON GOD'SETERNAL LAW

God's eternd, spiritud law existed long before Adam and Eve were crested. Recall that immediately after the
cregtion of the first human beings, God taught them His commandments. But our first parents quickly disobeyed
their Creator and cut themselves and their descendants off from access to God's Holy Spirit.

The biblica record shows that God's law was known by only a specia few in ancient times. Those whom the
Eterna individually called to perform a specid work in His service-the patriarchs and prophets of old-knew and



kept God's Ten Commandments, statutes and other laws. It isimportant that we fully understand this fact as we
proceed in our study of the Old and New Covenantsin the Bible.

1. Aswelearned in Lesson 16, the patriarch Abraham was called by God for a special purpose. God made a
covenant with Abraham and revealed to him a specid understanding of His eternd, spiritua law. Are we clearly
told that Abraham obeyed God's commandments and laws? Gen. 26:5. What else did he obey? Sameverse.

COMMENT:  Abraham knew about and kept the Ten Commandments. He aso kept God's statutes
and laws. What were these statutes and laws?

These datutes are expressions of the Great Lawmaker, usudly commanding or forbidding certain matters of
lesser sgnificance than the ten great commandments. Thus the statutes and other laws of God actualy magnify,
or reved specific gpplications of, the Ten Commandments.

Along with the gtatutes, God aso gave the patriarchs His judgments for the protection of everyone's legd rights.
The judgments are binding decisions based on God's previoudy reveded law. These decisons are used to stle
amilar future disputes and to render a sentence or verdict.

2. What other examples clearly illugtrate that God reveaded to people of Isragl laws which weredready in force?
Ex. 16:28; 18:16.

COMMENT: Isradl could not refuse to obey laws that did not exist! Both these instances occurred before the
nation reached Mt. Sinai-before the covenant was made through Moses.

Thus the Bible shows that the commandments, statutes and judgments-all based on the principles of love
toward God and love toward man-were in force prior to the establishment of God's covenant with the nation
lsredl!

Then why did God have to reved Hislaw to the children of Isradl when establishing His covenant with them?

Simply because the people had strayed so far from the truth by the time of Moses that God had to reved His
laws and datutes anew to the Iradites. Ancient Isradl had lost much, if not mogt, of the knowledge of God's
ways while in Egyptian bondage. Since the Ten Commandments were aready in force, the only thing new about
them at Mt. Sina was the written, codified form in which God presented them to the people after stating them
with His own voice. The civil statutes and judgments were aso reveded to Israd to show how the Ten
Commandments should be gpplied to the physca nation. (Recdl that these civil laws were written in the "Book
of the Covenant” - Ex. 24:3-4, 7).

In generd, the Ten Commandments gpply to individua conduct, the statutes to nationd or church affairs, and
the judgments to legal decisions rendered according to the principles of the Ten Commandments and the statutes.

Let's notice an example of how the statutes amplify the Ten Commandments.

3. What isthe Firs Commandment? Ex. 20:3. What statute magnifies this command, or describes one aspect of
how to keep it? Ex. 23:14.

COMMENT: The Firsg Commandment says, "Thou shdt have no other gods before me." The datutes
regarding annud festivals magnify the Firs Commandment-explain how, in a postive way, to ensure that one
worships the one true God: "Three times|[in the year] thou shat keep afeast unto me..." (Ex. 23:14). Those who
obey this statute keep in specid contact with the Creator God and in the knowledge of His great plan for
mankind.

Many additiond laws-such as Exodus 22:16, 19, for example-specify in grester detail how the Seventh
Commandment, “Thou shat not commit adultery,” isto be gpplied.

So not only are the statutes based on the Ten Commandments, they spell out in detail how to keep God's
spiritua law as codified in the Ten Commandments.

An important point to remember in what we have just studied is this: Snce God's Ten Commandments, statutes
and judgments existed before the covenant was made with Isradl, they were not abolished in A.D. 31 at the
crucifixion of Jesus Chrigt. The cessation of the need of a covenant now made old could not render null and void
what that first covenant did not bring into force! God's Commandments are eternd! (Psalm 111:7-8).

SACRIFICIAL LAWSADDED LATER



When God brought Isragl to Mt. Sinal, He gave the Ten Commandments to them. He alowed Moses to
declare to Isradl the Statutes and judgments because the people didn't want to hear them persondly delivered by
God (Exodus chapters 20-24). These satutes and judgments, as we have just seen, magnify the Ten
Commandments.

But when did the physica ceremonies and sacrifices begin? When did they cease to have force and effect?
And how can we distinguish them from the statutes and laws of the Old Covenant?

1. Notice thet there is only one sacrifice mentioned in the Book of the Covenant. What isit? Ex. 23:18.

COMMENT: Godcdledit"MY sacrifice” The Passover was indituted in Egypt (Ex. 12:1-14), weeks
before Sinai. It was repested in the covenant made at Sinai, but it was not indtituted by that covenant!
(Remember, a covenant is an agreement between two parties that may involve previoudy existing matters.)

2. When God spoke the terms of His covenant to the Isradlites after they were brought out of Egypt, did He
adso giveindructions for a sacrificid system of laws? Jer. 7:22-23.

COMMENT: God did not origindly command sacrifices to be offered. This explains why the
temporary sacrifices-ingituted after the first covenant was made and ratified at Sinai-were NOT perpetuated by
different symbols in the New Testament Church. Only the Passover is continued-with the different New
Testament SYMBOLS of unleavened bread and wine. Why is the Passover continued today? Because it began
before the covenant was made a Sinai!

The very fact that Jesus subgtituted unleavened bread and wine for the Passover lamb only, and not for the
Levitica offerings, is a PROOF that the ceremonid offerings were temporary and not binding today. But the
Passover, in its New Testament form, is binding! Now notice further proof of these facts.

3. When and why did God command the Israglites to perform physica ceremonies and sacrifices? Gd.
3:19.

COMMENT: Paul explains that the temporary rituds and sacrifices were afterward "added because of
transgressions'-because God's spiritua law was being broken by the Isradlites.

When God made His covenant with ancient Isragl, He wrote the Ten Commandments on two tables of stone.
At that time He aso had Mases write His civil statutes and judgments in a book. But this book did not, &t firdt,
contain the laws of burnt offerings, sacrifices and washings. God had these added later-within a year-as a
separate part of the civil statutes because the |sralites had transgressed His laws.

The keeping of these ritudistic laws required much laborious work, as can be seen by the first seven chapters of
Leviticus. That iswhy it cameto be known as the "works of the law" in New Testament times (Gd. 2:16).

4. How long was this additiond law to las? Gal. 3:19. Notice the words "till the seed [Christ] should come.”
What was the purpose of thislaw of “works’ ? Verse 24; Heb. 10:1-12.

COMMENT: These physica laws foreshadowed the sacrifice of Christ and werea "reminder of sin” to teach the
people the need of the Messiah-the true Passover Lamb (I Cor. 5:7) who would pay the pendty of human
tranggression for dl mankind (Heb. 10), at which time these sacrificia laws would cease.

Notice that these temporary ritudigtic laws did not define Sn. They were "reminders’ of sn. God's spiritud laws
define sn.  The laws which explain what Sn is are the ones we are to keep in the spirit as well as in the letter
today.

The principle of voluntary offering of sacrifices existed, of course, before Moses.  From the beginning Christ
volunteered to offer Himsdlf to pay for the sns of mankind (Rev. 13:8). Cain and Abel made voluntary offerings
to God (Gen. 4:3-4). But in the period from Moses to Chrigt, the practice of giving offerings was commanded,
meade rituaistic and regulated in great detall.

Why?

Smply because, as we learned in Lesson 16, the children of Isradl were a physical, carnd people without the
Holy Spirit. They could not offer themselves in spiritua obedience to God [Deut. 29:4), so God gave them
ritudistic washings to perform and had them offer animas and other physical types as subgtitutes. They needed
to be reminded of Jesus then-future sacrifice

and of the Holy Spirit, pictured by the various washings, which cleanses us from sin.



These laws had no further use when the Lamb of God died for the sins of the world, and when the Holy Spirit
became available for those God would cdl. But note that the ritualigtic laws did not cease because they were
part of the Old Covenant. They were added after the covenant or marriage agreement between Christ and Israel
was ratified (Exodus 24). These laws ceased to be necessary only because the true sacrifice for sn-Christ-had
been offered

ISRAEL BREAKSTHE AGREEMENT

1. Recdl that the covenant made at Sinal was a marriage agreement between ancient Isragl and the member of
the God family who became Jesus Christ. Did Israel break that marriage contract? Jer. 3:6-7; 11: 10.
COMMENT: Ancient Isragl became two nations-the House of Isragl in the north and the House of Judah in the
south. The House of Israd was not faithful to her part of the marriage agreement. The people turned from
worshipping God and followed the customs of the heathen, serving their fase gods. They broke their part of the
marriage covenant by committing spiritud "adultery.”

2. Since God is holy, He does not "co-exist” with sin. Was He therefore forced to separate from His
"wifé' ? Isa 59:1-2. Did Chrigt "divorce" the House of Isradl? Jer. 3:8; Isa 50:1.

COMMENT: The relationship became so bad that the Eterna was findly forced into divorcing His own people-
the ten northern tribes of the House of Isradl. It was the House of Isradl’'s grievous sins that separated her from
God. God punished the nation by sending the people out of Paestine into Assyrian captivity (2 Kings 17:6-19).

God did not, however, send the House of Judah permanently away-He sent them into temporary captivity to
Babylon for their sins (2 Chronicles 36:14-21). Many in Judah repented, after separation from God, and
returned to the land under the terms of the covenant made at Mt. Sinai. But Judah became a sdlf-righteous
nation, asillustrated by the Pharisees of Jesus day.

The Word, the One who became Jesus Chrigt, had drawn up terms for a new marriage agreement. Later, the
human Jesus Christ, Judah's Husband, died, and the last remnant of the marriage established at Mt. Sinal ended.
His death freed Him from His marriage contract. Christ, the LORD or Y ahweh of the Old Testament era - God
inthe flesh-had died! Now Heisfreeto enter into a new marriage agreement with a repentant, forgiven, sn-free
"gpiritud Isragl"-the New Testament Church, which will be born of God when Chrigt returngd
WEII learn more about this shortly But firgt, let's understand exactly why a New Covenant is necessary.

A NEW MARRIAGE COVENANT PROPOSED

1 . Did the Word promise that He would make a NEW covenants new marriage agreement with lsrael
and Judah even before Old Covenant Judah had gone into captivity for disobeying His law? Jer. 31:31.

2. In spesking of Chrigt's spiritud office of High Priest today, did Paul plainly state that Chrigt will establish a
New Covenant with His people? Heb. 8:6-8.

3. Doesthe reason that a New Covenant must be made lie in the fact that there was afault with the Old
Covenant? Verse 7. Was the fault with the law? Ps. 19:7; Rom. 7:12.

4. Since the fault was not with the law, which is perfect, nor with God who was able to keep His part of the
covenant, who was at fault? Heb. 8:8. Notice especidly thefirst five and last ten words. What, specificaly, was
that fault? Deut. 5:29.

COMMENT: The weakness of the Old Covenant was not in the laws, but in the people with whom it was
made. Why? It was not possble for them to be faithful to the righteous conditions God prescribed in His
covenant because there was no promise of recelving the Holy Spirit, which would have enabled them to obey!
Since Igad did not have a God-fearing nature within them, they did not keep their part of the marriage
agreement. This condition will be changed when the New Covenant is made.

God, of course, knew Israel would break the covenant He made with them. He wanted to teach mankind
vauable lessons through Isradl's examples of flagrant disobedience!



5. Under the terms of the New Covenant, what does God propose to do? Heb. 8:9-10; Jer. 31:33. By what
power are those laws written? 2 Cor. 3:3.

COMMENT: Under the first marriage covenant made at Sinai, God wrote the Ten Commandments on two
tables of stone. The people could see the law with their eyes, but the law was not within their hearts and minds.
The law was not a part of them. But under the terms of the New Covenant, Christ has promised that He will
make a marriage agreement ONLY with those who have had the principles of His law inddibly written in their
hearts and minds by the Holy Spirit!

The New Covenant will not be made with fleshly, carnd Israglites who can il sinvit will correct that fault. This
timeit will be made with Spirit-born I sraglites who have been forgiven their sns and who have God's laws written
in their minds and hearts so they can't sin and break the covenant. The gpostle John reveds that it isonly at the
resurrection when we are "born again" composed of spirit-that we won't be able to sn because we will have
God's holy, righteous nature-His divine character-permanently implanted in us (I John 3:9; 2 Peter 1:4).

The New Covenant will not be made with Gentiles, as many people fdsdy assume. The covenants and the
promises pertain to Israd (Rom. 9:4). So what about the Gentiles? Will they be totdly Ieft out?

6. Do Gentiles have any hope of ever being partakers of the promises God made to Abraham, as well
as the promises of the New Covenant? Eph. 2:11-13, 19; Gal. 3:29; Rom. 11: 11 -25.

COMMENT: InLesson 16 we learned the details of how men and women of al races, nationdlities and
languages on earth, through Chrigt, can enter into the New Covenant relationship with Him-by becoming “spiritud
Isradites’! Through Chrigt, who died to set in motion His irrevocable will or testament, it is possible for people
of dl nations to become heirs "according to the promise’ God made to Abraham and eventualy to enter into the
New Covenant marriage.

TERMSOF THE NEW COVENANT

A prevaent teaching within professing Christianity today claims that the fault with the Old Covenant was God's
law-that as the OId had law, the New abolishes the Ten Commandments and is based wholly on PROMISES.
Let's understand just how false thisteaching redly ig
1 Is the "LORD" (Christ) the Messenger of the New Covenant? Mad. 3.1, last part. What message did
Chrigt preach during His ministry? Mark 1:14.

COMMENT:  Jesus Christ was prophesied to come as the Messenger of the New Covenant. And the
terms of the New Covenant are part of the Gospd of the Kingdom of God He preached!

Just as Moses was the mediator of the Old Covenant made at Mt. Sinai, so Chrigt is the mediator of the New
Covenant. And just as His marriage with Israd a Mt. Sinal s&t up the physica kingdom of Isradl, so the
marriage of the Church to Chrigt will sat up the spiritual Kingdom of God. Thus the good news of that coming
marriage actudly isthe Gogpe Jesus preached-the coming Kingdom of God!

2. Arerepentance and belief in the Gospel part of the terms of the New Covenant? Mark 1: 15. Did Christ
later ingtruct His disciples to teach the terms of the New Covenant to al the world? Matt. 28:19-20.

COMMENT: The Gospd of the Kingdom of God contains the terms and conditions for entering into
the New Covenant agreement with Jesus Christ. And Jesus teachings to His disciples explain the terms of the
New Covenant. But exactly what are the rest of the terms we must strive to abide by to enter into the marriage
covenant with Christ?

3. Isobedience to the Ten Commandments a requirement of the New Covenant? Matt. 19:17-19.

COMMENT: Keeping God's spiritud law as defined in the Ten Commandments is one of the
conditions of the New Covenant.

4.  There are those who clam Jesus came to do away with dl laws of God, including the statutes and
judgments which were part of the terms of the first covenant. What does Christ say about this? Mait. 5:17-20.

COMMENT: In the days of Jesus minigtry, the writings we now cdl "the Old Testament” were not
cdled that. Those writings were then caled "the Law, and the Prophets, and the Writings " So Jesus plainly said



He did not come to destroy, or do away with the laws of God contained in those Scriptures, but to "fulfill”-
OBEY -them!

God's Church, says Paul, is built on the very FOUNDATION of the apostles and prophets, with Jesus Christ
being the chief cornerstone (Eph. 2:20). Much of the doctrine and teaching of God's New Testament Church
comes from the prophets whose writings are recorded in what we call Old Testament Scriptures!

5. Was Jesus prophesied to magnify thelawv?lsa. 42:21.

COMMENT:  Jus asthe Old Covenant statutes and judgments magnified the Ten Commandments, so
Chrig amplified the Ten Commandments in the New Covenant to include obedience to them in their spiritua
intent. Notice now the full intent of the law which Spirit-begotten, "spiritual Israglites’ should be sriving to obey
today.

6.  Did Chrigt show it was not enough to keep God's law in the letter, but that it must now be kept in its full
spiritua intent aswell? Maitt. 5:21-22, 27-28.

COMMENT: Under the terms and conditions of the New Covenant, we are to keep God's Ten
Commeandments in ther full soiritud intent. Not only are we to refrain from committing the physicad acts of
adultery and murder (the letter of the law), we are dso to avoid committing them in our thoughts!

7. Did Chrigt dso magnify, or spell out the spiritud intent of, certain statutes and judgments?
Verses 38-42. What is the intended purpose of keeping the laws of God according to their spiritud intent?
Verse 48. ("Beye' ismore correctly trandated "Become ye'.)

COMMENT: Remember that Jesus was giving ingructions, not for a civil government such as ancient
Isradl's but for a spiritual CHURCH.

In verses 38-42, Christ quoted from the Old Covenant-from Exodus 21:24. He revesled that a true Christian
should be willing, if necessary, to suffer wrong done to him (see dso | Peter 2:19-20; Rom. 13:1-7). Jesus was
megnifying, for the New Testament Church, the APPLICATION of the civil laws given to ancient Isragl-not
abolishing them, but magnifying them and making them more honorable (Isa. 42:21).

He raised them from narrow, nationd laws-given to a carna nation to be administered according to the gtrict
letter-to a spiritua plane regulaing, ultimately, the whole of human society. Six times Jesus said: Y e have heard
that it was said by them of old time ... But | say unto you...." And then He proceeded to expound the spiritua
principles underlying the civil laws given to ancient |sradl.

8. Aswe learned earlier in thislesson, the sacrificid laws of ancient Isradl pointed to the

supreme  sacrifice of Christ. Since His sacrifice has occurred, are there any "sacrifices' to be

offered  today? | Peter 2:5; Rom. 12:1.

COMMENT: To offer animd sacrifices as reminders of sins dready paid for by Jesus, who gave His life in full
payment or al sins that mankind would ever commit, became needless after He died in A.D. 31. However,
today Chrigtians are to offer spiritud sacrifices. It isa soiritud principle to offer ones sdf in living obedience-to
"sacrifice” the self-to God.

PREPARATION OF THE PROSPECTIVE BRIDE

The Old Covenant was made with a people upon their promise to obey. They disobeyed. The New Covenant
shdl be made only with a Spirit-born Church-a people who, during their mortd lives, will have been begotten by
God's Spirit and dready PROVED their willingnessto obey God!' The Old was made with snning mortas. The
New will be made with righteous immortas.

It is very important that we understand!
1. Arewe plainly told in the Scriptures that Spirit-begotten Chrigtians are to "marry" Jesus Chrig? Rom. 7:4. Is
the Church now engaged, or betrothed, to Christ? 2 Cor. 11:2. But before Christ marries  His Church,
what does He intend to do with her? Read Ephesians 5:22-32, noticing especialy verses 26-27.

COMMENT:  The one and only Church of God is now the affianced Bride of Christ destined to marry
Chrigt after being made sirit a the resurrection, which will occur at His coming. Jesus Christ and the Church will
be bound together in marriagefor ETERNITY by the terms and conditions of the New Covenant!



But before Christ marries the Church, He intends to "cleanse” it from sin by the power of the Holy Spirit (verse
26). Findly, a the resurrection, when born of the Spirit of God, she will be truly "spotless'-free from a Snning
nature, now possessing the holy, sinless nature of the God family (11 Peter 1:4; 1 John 3:9), capable of perfect
obedience to Chrigt for eternity. It isthen that Christ will MARRY His perfectly obedient Church.

2. Why isthe New Covenant called a"better covenant"? Heb. 8:6. Notice especially the last four words. Is
the Holy Spirit one of the better promises? Verse 10; 2 Cor. 3:3.

COMMENT: Recdl that the Old Covenant was based on the birthright promise God had made to Abraham. It
was made with only one nation-lsragl. 1t promised only temporary materid, earthly blessngs. The Old Covenant
Israglites had no promise of receiving the Holy Spirit then, which could have begun to write God's laws in ther
hearts and minds. But we can, as God calls and begets us with His Holy spirit!

Even though the New Covenant has not yet been made-that is, in contract language, "sgned, seded and
delivered’-those whom God cdls are privileged to begin having God's law written in their hearts by the Holy
Spirit.  They can now have the life-begetting, sn-overcoming Spirit of God toopen their minds to spiritua
understanding and guide them in living God's way. God's Spirit can be within to empower them to overcome
Satan and do the work of God's Church!

3. How does one receive the Holy Spirit? Acts 2:38. Does he or she then become a member of the body, or
Church, of Chrig? | Cor. 12:12-13. What are Spirit-begotten Christians to do once

they become a part of God's Church-the future wife of Christ? 2 Peter 3:18; Rev. 21.7; Matt. 24:13.

COMMENT: Having God's Spirit dwelling within us is not enough. We must use it to begin growing in the

knowledge and spiritual understanding of God's Word, increasing in the attributes of God's spiritud character

(Gal. 5:22-23). We must aso overcome the devil's attitudes, which he broadcasts to our minds (Eph. 2:2). And

we must endure until deeth or the return of Chrigt.

These are the prior requirements for entering into the New Covenant marriage relaionship with Chrigt at the
soon-coming resurrection. It is then Abraham's spiritua seed-heirs through Chrig-will inherit al the other
marvelous things promised in the New Covenant-eternd life, sonship in the Kingdom of God, rulership over the
nations with Chrit, and the earth as an everlasting possession.

Those God has cdled to enter into the New Covenant marriage with Christ a His soon return are now
preparing to become the wife of Christ. Othersin past ages who were caled, chosen and faithful to God's way
until death have already been prepared by God. They are awaiting the resurrection from the dead when they,
too, will enter into the New Covenant marriage with Christ dong with those who will il be dive a Chrigt's
coming.

After His return, Chrigt will continue to propose the New Covenant with humans who are born during the
Millennium, as well as with those who are resurrected during the Great White Throne judgment period after the
Millennium. It isduring the latter period when dl of ancient Israd will be given their opportunity to enter into the
New Covenant with Christ.

4. How isthe glorious marriage of Chrigt, the "Lamb", described in Revelation 19:6-9? Will Chrigt's Church
be ready to marry Him at His return? Verse 7. Will she indeed be purified and snless then? Verse 8. Isit
clearly the resurrected saints who will marry Chrig? Same verse.

COMMENT: At thetime of the first resurrection, when Christ comes in supreme power and glory, He
will marry a repentant, forgiven, sin-free "spiritua 1sragl”-the New Testament Church born into the Kingdom of
God! The New Covenant will have been made with them.

The time of this wedding is very soon indeed! As John wrote, "Blessed are they which are cdled unto the
marriage supper of the Lamb" (Rev. 19:9). Will YOU be among them?






