CHURCH Of GOD
BIBLE COURSE

LESSON NO. 7
WILL YOU GO TO HEAVEN ?

Mog professing Christians believe they will go to heaven when
they die. They assumethat therighteous men of the Bible went to
heaven when they died. But what doesthe Bible say? Isheaven
really the" reward of the saved" ?

Why, if the righteousgo to heaven, did Jesus say: "No MAN hath ascended up to heaven, but he that
come down from heaven, even the Son of man [Jesus Christ] whichisin heaven"? (John 3:13)

If the saved goto heaven when they die why did Peter say that King David, aman after God'sown heart
(Acts1322), "isboth dead andburied, and his sepulchreiswith usunto thisday .... For Davdis NOT
ascended into the heavens'? (Acts 2:29, 34)

Yes WHY?

Wha aparadox! Millionstoday believethe saved go to heaven, yet righteousDavid didnt go there!

And if the saved go to heaven when they die, what need isthere for aresurrection from the dead? Why a
resurrectionif they have aready "goneto their revard"?

Isn'tit about timethese puzzling, yet vitaly important, questionswere answvered?

WHAT PEOPLE BELIEVE

Belief in gangto heaven after death is nat limited to professing Christians People aroundthe world
have dways bdieved in some kind of after-life - sometype of "reward" after death. It isa"recognzed
article of the creed of Heathens Jews and Mohanmedans.... Eternd blessedness was, in the view of the
ancient Pagans reserved for those only whowere distingushed for their exated virtues, and who were
accordingy admitted into the sodety of the gods.." (Gardner, The Faiths of the World, val. 2, p. 10,
article"Heaven").

WHAT THE EARLY CHURCH TAUGHT

But astoundngas it may seem, neither Jesus nor His apostles taught that the righteousgo to heaven!
Notice what this secular encyclopedia hasto say:

"The dominant view in the early church seems to have been that urtil the return of the Lord uponthe
cloudsof heaven to raise the dead, those who had died were adeep, and that they would be suddenly
awakened to be given their new bodes, after which they would reignwith Him onearth for athousnd
years..." (The New Intemationad Encyclopedia, first edition, article "Heaven").

The early Church clearly did nat teach the concept of "gaingto heaven." Such teachingsdid nat become
popuar until longafter the death of the apogles!

History shows that the teachingsof Cathdic Church fathers Clement of Alexandria Origen and others
gradudly turned mog professing Christiansfrom the belief in aliteral 1,000-year reign of Christ on
earth.

Notice what happened:

"But, largely under the influence of Greek though, other conceptionsprevaled. Thefate of the
pariarchs prophets, and piousmen of the old dispensation naturally occupied much attention and led to
the idea that they [their "immorta souls'] were detained in a preparatory abode which the fathers called
limbuspatrum, awaiting the advent of the Redeemer. The generd belief of Christians has been that since
the resurrection of Christ the jus who are free from sin are admitted immediately after desth into heaven,
where ther chief joy congsts of the unclouded vison of God" (ibid).

Hellenistic philosophy, which had borrowed heavily from ancient Egyptian mythdogy, began to be taught
ingead of the teachingsof the Bible asthe source of doctrine! Prevailing concepts such as the
immortality of the soul, an ever-burning hell, purgatory and heaven dl came directly out of ancient
mythdogy! The popuar church, to become more acceptable to potentid pagan cornverts adopted and



taught these pagan philosophies rather than the plain teachingsof the Bible!

Today, the idea of heaven beingthe "reward of the saved" is nearly universal among Christian-professing
churches. Thevast mgority of traditional Christians bdieve they will goto a"heaven" where the
righteoussit on clouds pluck harps shuffle throughharp mudgc, andlook up into the face of the Master
for dl eternity!

If the saved indeed goto an eterna retirement home in the sky, then thousndsof senior citizensadready
know that kind of boredom and unhappiness. Few redlize that eterna life with little or nathing to do
would be an eternity of UTTER BOREDOM-A terrible kind of punshment!

Wha isthe plain truth abou heaven? Wha does your Bible teach abou "gaing to heaven?

"THE PROMISED LAND"

While addressing Gentile-born convertsin Galatia, the Apodle Paul was ingired to write: "Now to
ABRAHAM and his seed werethe PROMISES made.... Andif YE be Christ's then are ye Abraham's
seed, and heirs accordingto the PROMISE" (Gd. 3:16, 29).

The Chrigtianisnow only an "her". Wha Christians shdl inherit, if "saved"-wherever they shdl spend
eternity-is a definite, specific PROMISE of God. Andthat promise was madeto Abraham, whois
cdled in this same book of Gaatians (written to Gentile converts) the "father" of the faithful (Gd. 3:7).

If oneis converted, regardless of race, color, nationdity or sex; IF oneis"Chrigt's' a Chrigtian-then heis
oneof Abraham's children, spiritualy speaking andan "heir" of the PROMI SE made to Abraham. What
heisto inherit, then, is whatever was promised to Abraham!

Let's seeif it was heaven.

1. Precisely what did God promise Abraham? Gen. 12:2-37; Ps. 10511.

COMMENT: "Seed" means offspring, so the promise to Abraham and his offspring his
descendants-wasthe LAND OF CANAAN!

2. Abraham went to Egypt for ashort time (Gen. 1210). When he returned to Canaan, did God

repeat His promise to Abraham and his offspring? Gen. 1314-15. Wha are the boundxies of this
land? Gen. 1518

COMMENT: theland of Canaan, some of which is occupied by the State of Isragl today, was

promised to Abraham and his descendants. That's why it's called "the Promised Land™ Notice that it is
aregion onthisearth, nat upin heaven!

3. How longdid God promise Abraham that he and his seed would possess the land? Gen. 13.15.
COMMENT: Sincetheinheritanceisto be an ETERNAL inheritance, it mug aso include
EVERLASTING LIFE! More abou thislater.

4. Was this promise expanded urtil it ultimately included inheritance of the WHOLE EARTH? Rom.
4:13.

COMMENT: Not ore word abou heaven! Through Abraham, dl true Christians as his spiritua
descendants, are promised the earth!

5. Was the same promise God made to Abraham also madeto his son, Isaac? Gen. 26:1-5.

6. Andwas the same promise made to Jacob, Isaac's son? Gen. 35:9-12 And to Jacob'schildren-the
Isradlites? Verse 12, Rom. 9:4.

COMMENT: Jacob, whose name God changed to "Isradl," had 12 sons. Each son gaveriseto

oneof the 12 tribes of Isradl, known collectively as the"children of Isradl,”" or Isradlites.

OBEDIENCE BEFORE INHERITANCE

1. In makingthis promise to Abraham, God condtioned it on obedience. Wha did God tell Abraham
todo? Gen.121.

2. Did Abraham resist, quibble and argue with God abou leaving his homdand? Or did hejug DO
what he was commanded? Gen. 124; Heb. 11:8. Into what land did God lead Abraham? Gen. 125.
COMMENT: God caled Abram (as his name was then) out of Ur of the Chaldees the land of his
birth. That landwas under the sway of the pditica/rdigioussystem that began at Babel, atype of the
spiritud "Babylon" in which we livetoday! Andtoday, God cdls usout of this present evil world-this
modern Babylon! (Rev. 18:1-4).

Abraham obeyed! First, he left his native land his friendsand relatives his old way of life-he forsook
ALL andfollowed where God led. But God did nat stop herein testing Abraham's willingress to obey
Him.

3. How did God further test Abraham? Gen. 22:1-2.



COMMENT: The proper trandation of theword tempt hereis "try." Godtemptsnomanto sin

(James 1: 13). When the King James trandation of the Bible was madein 1611, the word tempt meant to
try, or totest. That iswhy the trandators used the word "tempt" in Genesis 22:1.

4. Did Abraham, in facing this test, Sopto reason it out, make excuse, or rebel? Or did he faithfully
OBEY God-evenrising early in the morningto obey His command? Gen. 22:3.

5. Did God dlow Abraham to kill hisonly son?Verses 10-12.

COMMENT: God did nat redly want Isaac's life - He merely wanted to see if Abraham

was WILLING to obey Himin faith-no matter what the cog! Notein verse 12thewords "now| know
that thoufearest God." Because Abraham was faithfully obedient to God (Heb. 11:17), the Bible refersto
him as the "father" of al wholive by faith (Rom. 4:11; Gd. 3:7).

6. After Abraham obeyed-had been put to the severest test and foundablutdy faithful-were there any
other condtionsto God's promise? (Gen. 2215-18).

COMMENT: Note thewords "because thouHAST DONE thisthing" inverse 16, andthe

words "because thouhas OBEYED MY VOICE," inverse 18. The promise was now uncondtiond!

7. Wha other scripture shows us that this promiseis ABSOLUTELY SURE? Gen. 26:5.

ALL CAN BECOME HEIRSTO THE PROMISES

Let'snotice how people of dl nationsare digible to eventualy become heirs to the same promises made
to righteousAbraham and his descendants throughl saac and Jacob.
1. Did God promise Abraham that al nationsof the earth woud be blessed throughhis seed"? Gen.
123; 2218 Whoisthis"seed"? Gd. 3:16.
COMMENT: Theword "seed" in Genesis 22:18 refers specificaly to one Seed Christ-rather than to
Abraham's multiple "seed" or offspring mentioned in Genesis 13:16; 17:8.
2. Does Luke 3:23 34 prove that Jesus was a direct descendants "seed"-of Abraham? Did He clearly
spring from the tribe of Judéh, one of the sons of Jacob or Isradl? Verses 33-34. Also natice Hebrew
7:14.
COMMENT: Luke records Jesus' genedogy through His mother Mary. Joseph, mentioned in Luke
3:23
was actualy the sonrin-law of Heli, the father of Mary. And so Luke shows that Mary was directly
descended from Abraham (verse 34).
3. How does onewhois nat a descendant of Abraham by birth become an "her" to the promises
made to him? Gad. 3:27-29.
COMMENT: All people who have nat descended from Abraham throughlsaac and Jacob (Isragl)
are cdled "Gentiles' inthe Bible. Paul showed the Gentile-bom Gdatiansthat the only way they coud
become heirs to the promises made to Abraham was by becoming children ("seed") of Abraham
THROUGH CHRIST!
4. Wha did Paul say the Ephesian Christianswere before their corversion? Eph. 2:11-12.
COMMENT: As Gentiles, they had been "strange's from the covenants of promise, having NO
HOPE, andwithou Godin theworld."
5. But throughChrist andHis sacrifice, were they brought near to the promises? Eph.2:13. And
were they strangers and foreigners anymore? Verse 19. Were they then a part of the spiritua houshold
of God? Sameverse.
COMMENT: And so today indviduas whom God cdls, regardless of ethnic background may become
"hars" of the promises God made to Abraham by becoming his seed" throughChrist!
Weread in Gdatians 3:7, "Know ye therefore that they which are of faith, the same are the children of
Abraham." If you are atrue Christian, regardless of race or nationdity, Abraham is your "father” in the
faith, and youwill inherit whatever God promised him. How clear!
And s0 ALL true Christiansare heirs dongwith Abraham and will inherit

1) ETERNAL LIFE and2) THE ENTIRE EARTH.
"Heaven" was NOT included in the promises God made to Abraham!
But when will Abraham and his "children” recelve their inheritance? When will they receive the
promises?

PROMISESYET TO BE FULFILLED

1 . Has Abraham yet received the inheritance God promised to him? Acts 7:2-5. Noticeverse 5.
COMMENT: These ingpired wordsplainly state that Abraham has nat yet received the

promised inheritance-even thoughGod's promises were made uncondtional because of his obedience.
2. Were Abraham, | saac and Jacob merely sojoumers-that is temporary inhabiters, vistors-in the land
God had promised to them? Heb. 11:8-9, 13. Had they, a the time the book of Hebrews was written,
received the promises? Verses 13 39-40. Was Abraham still dead during the time of Christ andthe



apogles? John8:52-53,

COMMENT: These ingpired scriptures plainly state that al these men of God died in fath NOT
HAVING RECEIVED THE PROMISES!

3. Did David, an heir of Abraham and one of God's prophets, inherit the promises-or is he still deadin
his grave? Acts 2:29.

COMMENT: We read in the New Testament that Abraham and dl the patriarchshave NOT YET
recelved the promised inheritance! They, and all who have become Abraham's children throughChrist-
Christians-are now only HEIRS to the promises. They have nat yet become inheritors!

The BIG question that still remainsis: When will they receive the promised inheritance?

TOINHERIT THE "KINGDOM OF GOD"

In order to understand when the promises will be inherited, let's study more fully what Abraham and his
hers areto inherit.

1. Wha message did Jesus Christ proclam during His ministry on earth? Mark 1:14; Mait. 9:35.
COMMENT: Christ preached the Gospd-the "goodnews'-of the coming KINGDOM OF GOD, which
isto occupy and govern the earth-the same earth that has been promised to Abraham and his harsfor an
eterna inheritance. Isthere any conrection? Absolutely! Notice further:

2. Will dl the righteousmen of old be"in" the Kingdom of God? Matt. 8:11; Luke 13:28.

COMMENT: The promises God made to the fathers indude entrana into the Kingdomof God!

And so their inheritance will include 1) ETERNAL LIFE in 2) the KINGDOM OF GOD and 3)
paossession of the EARTH on which that Kingdomwill reign the very same inheritance Christians may
receive throughChrist!

3. Wha did Jesus say Christians should strive to enter? Matt. 6:33; 7:21.

COMMENT: Notice in Matthew 7:21 that it is the Kingdan "of' heaven-nat in heaven! It is the
Kingdam of, or owned and ruled by, heaven in the same sense that the Bank of Morgan was notin Mr.
Morgan-but was owned and managed by him.

Matthew uses the term "kingdam of heaven" to express exactly the sameideathat Mark, Luke and John
express as "kingdan of God." But the expression "kingdam of heaven" does notmean akingdamin
heaven, any more than it meansa kingdanin God! But it does mean a kingdam owned andruled by
God whose throne and dwelling placeisin heaven.

4. Wha did Jesus say the "meek" shdl inherit? Matt. 5:5. But what did He say of the poorin

spirit"? Verse 3.

COMMENT: Is this a contradiction? Of course nat! The "meek" and the "poor in spirit"-in other
words humble Christiansshall inherit the EARTH for an everlading possession, and shdl enter the
"kingdam of heaven," which will be on earth! Aswe learned in a previous lesson, the Kingdam of God,
which Christ will establish on earth at His return, is the divine Family of God, which will rule by the
government of God!

To enter into-or "inherit-the divine Kingdam of God is a destiny of such marvelousglory that the human
mind canna redly grasp it! We mortas have no conoept of what is redly in store for those who obey
God.

Asweread in | Corinthians2:9, "Eye hath nat seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of
man, the thingswhich God hath prepared for them tha love him." The full extent of the inheritance God
has promised true Christians canna be even remotely imagined by the natura mind of man-but God does
reved it to us"by his Spirit" (verse 10). Precisdy what God revea swill be covered in the next lesson!

5. Wha does Matthew 6:10tdl usabou God's Kingdan?

COMMENT: Christianstoday areto pray earnestly "THY KINGDOM COME"! Theword

"come" impliesit will cometo earth. Christ did nat tell usto pray: "Let us GO to heaven"! Obvioudy
God's Kingdomhas NOT come to the earth yet.

6. Wheeisthe Christian's inheritance being kept? | Pet. 1:3-4; Matt. 5:12, Luke 6:23.

COMMENT: Theseversesdo NOT say, "Great is your reward when you get to heaven.” They do

nat tell uswhen or where Christianswill recelve their inheritance and rewards-only that they are now
beng "reserved"” for them in heaven!

7. When will the righteousinherit the Kingdan of God? Matt. 25:31-34.

COMMENT: Clearly itis WHEN CHRIST RETURNS that Abraham and his children through

Christ will becomeinheritors of the promises! But let's natice what € se will happen a Christ's coming.

IMPORTANCE OF THE RESURRECTION

1. Can anyore inherit the divine Kingdam of God while still amorta flesh-and-blood human being?
1Cor. 1550.



2. Wha did Paul say mug happen to our morta bodies in order to inherit-to actualy become a part
of-that spiritud Kingdan? Verses51, 53. When will our bodes be changed-converted from flesh to
spirit? Verse 52 Does that trumpet soundat the SECOND COMING OF CHRIST? | Thess. 4:16-17.
|'s thiswhen Abraham, | saac, Jacob, David and others will inherit the promises? Sameverses. Wha did
Jesus tell Nicodemusabou this change? John3:6, 8. Andif we are "bom of the spirit," can wefindly
"see"- ENTER-the diving, spiritual Kingdam of God? Verse 3.

COMMENT: At the Second Coming of Jesus Christ al the dead in Christ will be raised with new
SPIRIT BODIES. Thos Christians still dive a His return will beingantly changed into the same kind
of SPIRIT BODIES-bodes that will then bein the Kingdan or Family of God. Our present fleshis
corruptible, subject to death and decay. But spirit beingsare ETERNALLY NEW-immortd,
incorruptible, never subject to death or decay!

3. Did Jesus declare that Abraham, | saac and Jacob will-in the future-be resurrected? Matt. 22:31-32.
COMMENT: Thistext is often twisted and perverted in an attempt to prove that Abrahamis nat
dead-that he went to heaven when he died-jud the diametric OPPOSI TE of what Jesus used this
illugrationto paint out.

Godisthe God of the living, nat the dead. God sometimes speaks of those thingsthat areto be as
thoughthey have aready happened (Rom. 4:17). Jesus was speaking of their future resurrectionto
immortal lifel For He plainly said, in context, "As touching the RESURRECTION of the dead...."
We can now see why Abraham and his children throughChrist have nat, as yet, inherited the promises.
They smply canna come into their ETERNAL INHERITANCE urtil they receve ETERNAL LIFE!
This, as Paul explained, will happen at the resurrection from the dead!

Withou aresurrection the dead would never live again (I Cor. 15:16, 18). Therefore, the resurrection
of the dead is centra to God'splan. Andunless Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and dl deceased Chrigtians
are RESURRECTED from the dead a Chrigt's coming, they cannd inherit the promises!

How different the plain truth of God's Word is from the ancient religiousfables and mythsthat the world
embraces today!

HOW CHRIST MADE ETERNAL INHERITANCE POSSIBLE

Jesus Christ cameto "confirm" the promises made to the fathers (Rom. 15:8). To confirm meansto
suppot or establish the certainty or vdidity of; to makevdid or binding by aforma or legd act.
Let'snotice how Christ madeit possible for al mankind to inherit these gloriouspromises made to
Abraham, | saac and Jacob.

1. Wha issin? | John3:4. Will anyore who sinstranggresses God's law-inherit the Kingdam of
God? Eph.5:5; 1 Cor. 6:9-10. Wha is the pendty-"the wages'-of sin? Rom. 6:23. Havedl people
snnad? Rom. 3:23.

COMMENT: Godis Cresator of the entire universe. Heisaso the great Lawvgiver. Whoever is

nat obedient to His law commits sin. Andthe pendty of snisSETERNAL DEATH! Sincedl have
sinng, dl have come under the same pendty. If each one of uswereto pay the pendty of our own sing
nonecould receive eternd life-nore coud inherit the promises made to the fathers.

2. Did Chrigt give His sinless life as a sacrifice FOR US so we wouldn't have to pay the penalty of our
sins and thusbe deprived of eternd inheritance in the Kingdam of God? | Tim. 2:5-6; Rom. 5:8-10.
Was His sacrifice voluntary-given of His own freewill? John10:17-18.

COMMENT: God, the Father, created dl thingsby Jesus Christ (Heb. 1:2; John1:1 -3). Jesus

was GOD incarnate-God madeflesh (John1: 1 4). Therefore as God and our Maker, Jesus physica
lifewas of GREATER VALUE thanthe sumtotal of all humans who have ever lived. So by dying,
Jesus was able to pay the penalty of death for ALL thesinsof ALL mankind! Christ "confirmed" the
promises God made to Abraham by preaching the Gospd of the Kingdam and then by dying for our
sins. Hisdeath for our sinsand subsequent resurrection make it possible for usto recelve eternd lifel
(John3:16, Rom. 5:10).

3. But what condtionsmug we fulfill before Christ's sacrifice can be applied to pay the pendty our
sins haveincurred? Acts 2:38. Wha mug we become? Gd. 3:29, first fivewords Rom. 8:9.
COMMENT: Whether we are direct descendants of Abraham or Gentiles, we MUST become
"Chrigt's"-Christiansin order to eventudly receive eternd inheritance!

4. Has Jesus become the "Captain," or forerunrer-leader-of our savation throughHis suffering death
and subsequent resurrectionto glory? Heb. 2:9-10; | Cor. 15:22-23. Of what has Jesus been appanted
"har" by the Father? Heb. 1:1-2. Andwill we, if we become "Christ's’-Christians-and overcome,
INHERIT ALL THINGS with Him as co-heirs? Rom 8:16-17; Rev. 21.7.

COMMENT: Jesus Chrigt, & Hisresurrection, inherited all the promises made to Abraham! And



by livinga sinless life prior to His death, He made it possible for al who accept His sacrifice to become
CO-HEIRS of the same promises with Him!

5. Did Christ leave awill, or testament? Heb. 9:15 (A testament isawill). Wha kind of inheritance
will the heirs of thiswill, or testament receive? Sameverse. When a person makes awill, mug he die
beforeit comesinto force? Verses 16-17.

COMMENT: Christ left awill-atestament. AndthroughHis Word, He teaches us what we must

do to become co-heirs with Him of the promise of eternal inheritance in the Kingdam of God.

But atestament, or will, is of noeffect urtil the one makingit dies. So Christ died that we may inherit
the promises throughHim. But He livestoday at the Father's right hand, ready to intercede for us (Heb.
7:25), to help us andto give us strength so we can overcome sin and inherit the gloriouspromises of
God at the resurrection!

HAS ANYONE GONE TO HEAVEN?

Thereis absnlutely NO scripturein al the Bible that says Christiansgo to heaven when they die! Yet
mog people seem to be obliviousto the plain teaching of the Word of God. They have taken for granted,
withou question, the false idea of "gaingto heaven"! Let's natice afew more scriptures that have been
either overlooked or misnterpreted by those who bedlieve this fa se doctrine.

1. Wha did Jesus tell His disciples, as recorded in John13:33 36?

COMMENT: Some have assumed that Christ taught His disciples they would follow Him into

heaven "afterwards" But that would contradict dl the plain scriptures we have dready studied.

Jesus' comment in verse 36 was actudly a prophecy abou Peter. Knowingthat He was abou to be
killed, Christ indicated to Peter that he too, would be killed-later. That's how Peter would follow Jesus
"afterwards” (Tradition says Peter died by crucifixion.)) And Peter till lies dead in hisgrave. But at
Chrigt'sreturn, he will risein the resurrectionwith therest of the saints and become an immorta member
of the Kingdam of God!

2. Does the Bible clearly tell uswhere the resurrected saints will be and what they will be doing after
Christ returns? Rev. 5:1 0. Wha did Christ say Heis preparing for them? John 14:2-3.

COMMENT: "mangons’ is an improper trandation. The correct renderingis "abodes" or

"dwelling places." In this case the abodes refer to roomsin the "Father's house" or God's Temple which
were occupied by God's priests. These roams represent postionsof authority andresponsibility-
positionsthe saints will be given in God'sruling Kingdan at Christ's return!

These postionswill nat bein heaven. Christ planly said He was goingto heaven to "prepare” apostion
of authority for each Chrigtian. It iswhen He comes to earth again that these postionswill be awarded.
Notice again Christ'swordsinverse 3: "I will come [back to earth] again, and receive you unto mysdlf;
that where | am [headquartered in the Temple of God on earth], there ye may beadso' "

When Jesus returnsto the earth as "King of kings," He will tdl the saints: "Come, ye blessed ... inherit
the kingdomPREPARED FOR YOU" (Matt. 25:34). And the Scriptures declare that they will rule dl
naionshere onearth, having POSITIONS OF AUTHORITY in God's Kingdan!

3. Does the Bible dogmaticaly state that NO ONE, except Jesus Himself, has ever ascended upinto
heaven? John3:13. Coud anything be clearer?

COMMENT: Some may pant out Revelaion 5:3 as an exception. Thisverse reads "And noman

in heaven... was able to open the book™ However, the expression "no man” in the King James Versionis
an improper trandation of the origina Greek. TheRevised Sandad Version, the New King James,
Moffatt's trandation the New Engdish Bible, andthe New Internatond Versional properly trandate the
same expression as "no one"

4. But what abou the "thief onthe cross"? Didnt hegoto heaven with Jesus on the very day of His
crucifixion? Luke 2343.

COMMENT: Thevery plan andsimpleansver isNO! Let'sundestandwhy.

First, Christ Himsdlf did nat goto heaven that day. Ingead, Hewas put in atomb-in "hell"-where He
remained dead for three days andthree nights. Second natice the context of thisverse. Thethief had
jud asked, inverse 42, "Lord, remember me WHEN thoucomest into thy kingdam." The plain fact is that
Jesus has not yet come into His Kingdam, as previous studies have shown.

Third, natice what the Bible says abou "paradise” andwhereit islocated. Revelation 2:7 shows that the
tree of lifeisin the paradise of God. Andin Revdation 221-2, which refers to "the hdy city, new
Jerusalem, comng down out of heaven from God" (Rev. 21:2, American Sandard Version), we find that
the tree of lifeisinthe new Jerusdem. Thusitisin the new Jerusalem that the paradise of Godis
located.



Jesus said the repentant thief woud bewith Him in this paradise. But the new Jerusalemis nat yet
finished. Jesusis till preparing aplacein it for true Christians (John 14:2). Not urtil after the
Millennium and Great White Throne Judgmnrent period will it be fully ready (Rev. 20:1-5, 11-12). Not
until then will it descend to earth-nat urtil then will the repentant thief enter paradise!

And fourth, thisverse is mispunduated in many versions of the Bible. There were no commasin the
Greek when the New Testament was written. So when the trandators supplied the commasin the
Endish, they were placed where the trandators thought they should be. (In mos ingances the
punduationis correct, but in this paticular caseitisnat.) Chrigt did nat say, "Today shdt thou be with
mein paradise” but rather, "l say unto thee today, shdt thou[or you shdl] bewith mein paradise.”
Theword "today" stresses the time of His promise-nat the time Jesus would bein paradise. Jesus
discerned the man's repentarnt attitude and was ableto tell him that he would eventudly live again, with
Christ, in paradise. However, that paradise has nat yet come to this earth, and the repentant malefactor is
still dead!

5. Wha will those who "wait uponthe Lord" inherit? Ps. 37:9. Wha shdl thos "blessed of God"
inherit? Verse 22 What shdl the "righteous’ inherit, and how long shdl they dwell there? Verve 29.
And what does God promise to those who "keep Hisway"? Verse. 34.

COMMENT: Isthere anything wrongwith having the earth as an eternal inheritance? Would you
"settlefor” earth?

The earth today would be an extremdy wonderful place in which to livewereit nat for sin-rebellion
againg God and His spiritud law that if kept would result in peace, happiness andjoy! Happiness and
joy are nat amatter of geographical location. They are a state of mind!

Think of it-there will be NO SIN amongthe immortal members of the Kingdan of God. No liars no
murderers, nothieves or robbers. Therell be nowar, no sickness or disease; no hunger or want!

What awonderful inheritance!

After examining the scriptures, it becomes crysta clear that the destiny of God's saints is not strumming
on harpsupin heaven for al eternity. Itisinfinitely more gloriousand exciting!

HEAVEN ON EARTH!

In apreviouslesson we learned what the millennid rule of Christ will belike. We foundthat thewhde
earth will then become a UTOPIAN PARADISE-resplendent as the Garden of Eden!

But what will the earth be like after the Millennium is over and God's great Master Plan for mankindis
complete-when al the righteouswill have been given glorious immorta, spirit-composed bodes and al
the incorrigible wicked will have been burned to ashes?

1. Will there be aNEW earth and NEW heavens after the present earth's surfaceis puiified by fire? 2
Pet. 3:12-13, Rev. 21:1.

2. Whowill dwdl onthe new earth? Rev. 21:24-27. Will these "naions' bethe resurrected, immorta
Sons of God-the saved? Verse 24. Arethar namesin the Book of Life? Verse 27.

3. Wha will bethe capitd city of the new earth? Rev. 21:2, 10, 14. Will it bea sparkling glorious
city with streets of gdd? Verses 18 21 Wherewill this city come from? Verses 2, 10.
COMMENT: How clear, therefore that dthoughChristiansdo nat go to heaven when

they die or when they are resurrected, the "heavenly Jerusdem" is COMING TO EARTH!

4. Will God the Father then come and dwell onthe earth in person and make the new

Jerusalem the location of Hisvery THRONE? Rev. 21:3, 22-23, 22.3. Will thos who enter this city be
ableto see God'sface? Rev. 22.3-4.

COMMENT: The new Jerusalem will descend to this earth and will become God's headquarters

for dl eternity! The EARTH is destined to become the center of all activity in the univer se!
Undestandng the great future plans God has made for the earth, and seeing that the Father Himself will
move His headquarters to this earth, why should anyonedesireto "go to heaven?

After studying the Bible as we have with this lesson, the plain truth isthat heaven isNOT the "reward of
the saved.” Christiansdo NOT go to heaven when they die, or when resurrected. The surprisingtruth is
that heaven is comingto the earth. The earth will become the very headquarters fromwhich the Father
will rule Hisvast creation!

Will you dwel onthat new earth? Will you be a part of that gloriousworld?

5. Will there be any exceptionsto therule? Do any ever goto heaven?  Rev 15:2.

COMMENT These arethe 144000 of Reveation 7 Bthe resurrected saints and those changed into spirit
at the resurrection which takes place at the sixth sedl. They are the firstfruit harvest of God, whoriseto
meet Christ in the cloudsand are taken to the sea of glass before God( throne. Rev 14:1-4.



6. Do they remain in heaven ?
COMMENT After 3! yearsof training and preparation to rule with Christ onthe earth, they return just

before the battle of Armageddon. Rev 1214. Zech 14 4-5. Rev 19 7-15.

When Jesus Christ findly returns with His saints He will say, "Come, ye blessed of my Father,
INHERIT THE KINGDOM prepared for you" (Matt. 25:34). May God hdp you to be anong those
who will inherit the Kingdam of God alongwith Abraham, | saac and Jacob!



