CHURCH OF GOD
BIBLE COURSE

L ESSON NO. 18

WHAT ISTHE
TRUE GOSPEL?

Jesus Christ cameto earth almost 2,000 yearsago to
announce a message from God. HewasKkilled
for bringing it! What was that message?

"Jugt believe on the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and youll be saved,” is the message of most
professng Chrigtian ministers today. But is that what the true gospd redly is? Almost nobody seems
to know!

WHAT THE GOSPEL ISNOT

Tune in atelevison set any Sunday morning in the United States to so-caled "gospe programs' and
you'll see and hear preachers teling you about Christ-urging you to believe on Chrigt - to accept
Chrig-telling you what a wonderful person He was. They will talk about "getting out the gospd,”
meaning the message about Chrigt. Thus every Sunday morning, millions of viewers assume they are
hearing the gospel of Jesus Chridt.

Bdieveit or not, preaching Christ and belief on Him is not preaching Chrigt's gospd!

Christ was a messenger. He brought the gospd-the message God sent by Him for dl mankind. That
message is good news. The very word gospel means "good news.”

True, Jesus Chrigt, the person, is the most important individual ever to walk this earth. True, Heisthe
Savior of dl mankind. But Chrigt, the person, is not the gospel! The miracles He performed are not
the gospdl. The things Jesus did are not the gospe. What He preached-the tremendous good news
He announced - 1S the "gospd !

What people have accepted without question as the gospd offers no solution to humanity's
sufferings, frustrations and indescribable evils. The true gospel Jesus brought proclaims the solution to
the world's troubles. But men rgjected that gospe and crucified Jesus for preaching it!

"BELIEVERS' WANTED TO KILL CHRIST!

There were those in Chrigt's day who "believed on Him," just as millions do today.



These same people were influenced on occason to want to kill Him!  Notice the astounding truth in
your Bible. It's an eye-opener, for the Bible does not say what most people have been taught.

Jesus was speaking in the Temple at Jerusdlem: "Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him,
if ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed” (John 8:31). Jesus' "word" was His
message-the gospel He was teaching. He was saying, in other words: "if you continue doing what the
gospe teaches, you will be my disciples.”

But they refused to believe what He taught - His gospel - and to do what He taught. They bdlieved
on Him. They liked Him. They bdieved in His identity. They believed He was the Messah, the
Chrigt, but they did not believe HIM - or what He said! They cdled Him aliar.

Continuing, Jesus said, "But ye seek to kill me, because my word hath no place in you. | spesk that
which | have seen with my Father" (verses 37-38). These very people who "believed on him" sought
to kill Him because they hated what he said - His gospd-the very solution to mankind's troubles that
will usher in peace, prosperity and happinessin dl the earth!

These who believed on Him continued to argue. Then Chrigt said: "But now ye seek to kill me, a
man that hath told you the truth, which | have heard of God ... | proceeded forth and came from God;
neither came | of mysdf, but he sent me ... And because | tell you the truth, ye believe me not” (verses
40, 42, 45).

MILLIONSDECEIVED TODAY

Millions today aso believe on Chrigt, but do not beieve His gospd because most have never heard
itt They have heard of Chrig-of what He did - but not His message of the solution to al man's
troubles and how to receive eternd life in joyful happiness, abundance and accomplishment! So
millions today have been deceived into believing afase gospe that does not lead to salvation! Strong
words, but backed up by the Word of God, aswe shall see.

This lesson of the Church of God Bible Correspondence Course will show you what the gospel of
Jesus Chrigt redlly is, why it is so vitd for your sdvation, exactly when and whereit wasfirst preached,
and who is preaching it today.

So be sure to get your Bible before you read another word. Look up every scripture given in
answer to the questions as you study the truth about the gospd of Jesus Chridt.

We hope you are dso taking the time to copy these verses in a notebook. This will not only help
you to concentrate on your studies, it will dso help to implant the truth of God's Word more firmly in
your memory. Writing down the scriptures will dso enable you to easlly review this sudy materid at
any timein the future.

FALSE GOSPELSPREACHED TODAY

In today's professing Christian Western world, we find a variety of "gospels' being preached. Some
designate thelir gospd as "The Gospe of Jesus Chrigt." Others cdl their gospd "The Gospd of
Sdvation." Still others profess "The Gospe of Grace. There is dso a modern "Socid Gospd,” while
some cal their gospd "The lsrad Message."

None of these are the gospd Jesus proclamed! Why doesn't professing Christianity preach the only
true gospel that God sent by Jesus Chrigt?

1. Did Jesus tdl His disciples that prior to His return, many would be deceived by the fase
teachings of ministers claming to represent Him and professing that He is the Christ? Matt. 24:4-5.



COMMENT: Untold thousands of professng Christian ministers have, over the centuries, "preached
Chrigt." They have professed to be His ministers-to represent Him. They have said Jesus of Nazareth
is the Chrigt. But they withheld Christ's gospd. Thus the vast mgority have been deceived by fdse
gospels!

Remember, a decaived person does not know he is deceived. Otherwise he would not be decelved.
Millions have been deceived into accepting afase gospd-afase
sdvation, believeit or not!

2. Were there aready many antichrigts in the days of the Apostle John ( about A.D.90 )?

| John 2:18.

3. Did the Apostle Paul lament the fact that there were dready many fase gpodtles, teaching a
counterfeit gospd inhisday? Gd. 1.6-8.

COMMENT: About 20 years after Christ's death, Paul pronounced a curse upon anyone who
would dare to preach any gospel other than the one true gospd that Jesus preached, and that the
Apostle Paul continued to preach to the Gaatians. Y et, another "gospel™ had been preached to the
Gdatians by fdse minigers claming to represent Chrig.

The true gospd was suppressed not long after Christ completed His ministry.  After about A.D. 70 it
was no longer proclaimed publicly to the world. The true Church of God was forced by persecution
to "go underground,” holding services secretly, communicating the truth of God privatdly.

4, Did Paul repest the curse that would fal upon anyone who would pervert the true gospe and
preach a spurious gospel? Verse 9.

COMMENT: A fdse gospd continued to be preached publicly until today dozens of different,
perverted gospels are being taught as if they were the true gospe. Not knowing anything about the
true gospd, the vast mgjority therefore rgject it when they do hear it proclaimed anew today by God's
Church!

5. What did Paul, in his letter to the Corinthian Church (written before A.D. 60), warn about
those who preached "another Jesus,” received "another spirit" and accepted "another gospel"? 2 Cor.
11:3-4.

COMMENT: The Jesus these fase ministers preached about, the spirit they proffered, the "gospd”
they taught, were dl spurious-totaly foreign to the Apostle Paul and the other true gpostles of Chrigt!

Paul, therefore, gave this solemn warning to the Corinthian brethren (and to us today): "For such are
fdse gpogtles, decaitful workers, trandforming themsdves into the gpostles of Christ. And no marve;
for Satan himsdf is trandformed into an angd of light. Thereforeit is no greet thing if his minigers dso
be transformed as the ministers of righteousness;

Whose end shdl be according to their works' (2 Cor. 11:13-15).

6. What did Paul say isin store for those who through their wickedness suppressthe

truth of God? Rom. 1:18. (The Revised Standard Verson plainly trandates "hold the truth" as
"suppress the truth.")

COMMENT: Before the end of the first century A.D. the message of the true gospel taught
by Chrigt and His gpostles was suppressed and fase "gospels’ subgtituted.  Christ's message would
not be proclamed worldwide again until the latter haf of the 20th century!

7. Did Jesus Chrigt say it is necessary to believe the gospd to be saved?

Mark 16:15-16.

COMMENT: Notice Jesus said, "Hethat bdieveth." But believe what? That which He preached - the

gospe! Not agospd. Not ANY gospel. THE gospd !



On the authority of Jesus Chrig, it is necessary to believe that precise identical gospd in order to be
saved! But in order to believe the true gospe, we mugt firs come to know what gospd Jesus
preached!

Before Jesus Christ began preaching the one and only true gospel nineteen and one half centuries
ago, God firgt sent a specid messenger to prepare the way before Him.

GOD'SMESSENGERSAND THEIR MESSAGES

The prophet Mdachi lived among the Jewish colony that had been sent to Jerusdem from ther
captivity in the ancient lands of Babylon and Medo-Persiato build the second Temple. Malachi wrote
goproximately one generation after Ezra and Nehemiah.

This is important to know because his writings then reached only a smal portion of Judah and none
of the House of Isradl, which some refer to as the "lost" ten tribes. Yet Madachi's prophecy is
addressed to Israd (Md. 1:1), not just the small Jewish colony in Jerusdlem. But his message never
reached the House of Isradl, which long since had been taken into Assyrian captivity and scattered.
Maachi's message is a prophecy for al of Isradl today!

1. Did Mdachi prophesy that God would send His "messenger” to prepare the way for the coming of
Jesus Chrigt? Mdl. 3:1; Mark 1:2-3.

COMMENT: The prophecy in Mdachi applies to preparing the way for both Jesus Firs Coming
nearly 2,000 years ago and to preparing the way before His Second Coming in power and glory as
World Ruler. Verses 2-6 of Maachi 3 specificdly refer to His yet-future Second Coming. (More
about this later in the lesson.)

In verse 1 of chapter 3, Mdachi dearly referred dso to Chrigt's First Coming, because this
prophecy is referred to in Mark 1. 1 -2: "The beginning of the gospe of Jesus Chrigt ... | [will] send
my messenger before thy face, which shdl prepare thy way before thee."

2. Who was the messenger sent by God to prepare the way for Christ's First Coming? Luke
1:13-17; Mark 1:4, 7-8.

COMMENT: It was prophesied that John would

1) comein the spirit and power of Elijah;

2) turn the hearts of the fathers to the children; and

3) "make ready a people prepared for the Lord" (Luke 1:17). John preached the baptism of
repentance for the remission of sins to prepare numbers of people to accept Christ when He began
Hisminidry.

3. After John prepared the way for Chrigt's First Coming, did Jesus then wulfill His prophesed
mission as the Messenger of the New Covenant? Md. 3:I; Mark 1:14-15.

COMMENT- God had promised to send a Messenger into this world from heaven, bearing the
message of the New Covenant from Him. Jesus Christ was the Messenger of that New Covenant, as
we learned in the previous lesson. And recdl that the New Covenant message is the "gospd™ Jesus
preached!

4. Where did Jesus firgt preach the gospe? Mark 1:14; Acts 10:36-37. When did Jesus begin
preaching the gospel ? Same verses.

COMMENT: Gdilee is the place where Jesus first preached the gospd, not Jerusalem.  And He
began preaching "dfter the baptism which John preached.” The true gospe of the New Covenant,
then, did not begin with John the Baptist. It began after John had completed his baptisma ministry and
was put in prison.

5. Towhom did God send Jesus to preach the gospel? Mait. 15:24.



COMMENT: Jesus Chrigt was the divine Messenger sent by God to preach to the descendants of
ancient Israd. Since Maachi caled Him the Messenger of the Covenant (Mdl. 3:1), His message is
the proclamation of the New Covenant. This message isthe New Testament gospdl!

6. Did God later send the Apostle Peter to preach the same gospel to Gentiles?

Acts 10:34-48, especialy verses 36-37; 11:18.

COMMENT: The same gospd Christ preached to the children of Israel now began to go to al
nations. But the gospd did not originate with Jesus Chrigt, nor with Peter, nor the Apostle Paul. It
was sent from God the Father by Jesus Christ!

THE " GOSPEL OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD"

1. What was the "gospd" Jesus preached? Mark 1: 1 4.
COMMENT: The message God sent by Jesus Chrigt was the "gospd of the Kingdom of God" * The
Kingdom of God is the government of God, which shdl rule dl nations. Bt it is dso the Family of
God into which we may be born-the divine Family which will become a spirit-nation, ruling al nations
on earth as aworld-ruling government!

Jesus was sent merdly to announce that message-not force men to accept it, believe
it, and act upon it. Never did Jesus plead with a single one to be converted. He just announced the
good news of the Kingdom of God, and then Ieft it to the Father to cdl, through that announcement
and His Spirit, those whom He would sdect (John 6:44). Christ did not come then to convert the
world! He did not start a "soul-saving" crusade. He came to announce the gospel-the good news-of
His coming Kingdom on earth!
2. Nevertheless, did Jesus say it was necessary to repent and believe the gospel He preached?
Mark 1:14-15.
COMMENT: Notice Jesus said, "Believe the gospel.” What gospe? The one He was proclaming.
Jesus said we must believe the gospel-the good news of the coming Kingdom of God-to become a
Chrigian! It was then and is today an advance news announcement. It is tremendous, wonderful
news-the most important news ever announced to mankind!
But, one may ask, don't we need to believe on Jesus? Of course. Other scriptures teach that. But at
this particular time Jesus said we must believe Him -believe what He said-believe the gospe message
of the Kingdom of God that He proclaimed!

The gospel of Jesus Chrigt is not man's gospel about the person of Chrigt. It is Christ's gospdl-the
gospe Jesus preached-the gospe God sent by Him, and therefore it is dso cdled, in Scripture, "the
gospe of God." The gospel of God is God's gospe-His message-His good news that He sent by
Jesus.

3. Who did Jesus plainly say sent Him and told Him what to say? John 12:49-50.

COMMENT: The Father sent Jesus bearing a specid message, which is the good news of the
Kingdom of God. Jesus is God's Spokesman-the Word who was made flesh and lived, and taught,
on this earth!

4. Did Jesus restate for emphasis that the words He spoke were NOT His, but the Father's? John
14:24.

5. What did Jesus say isthe gospd of the New Testament? Luke 16:16.

COMMENT: "Thelaw and the prophets'-referring to Old Testament Scriptures were preached until
John the Baptist began his specid minigry. After John's misson was over, Jesus began proclaming
the gospd of the Kingdom of God.



Chrid's gogpd is the prophetic proclamation of a coming world government that will rule dl nations
and bring today's confused, chaotic, war-weary earth peace and joy! It is the vita, dynamic,
powerful, living message of God's government, first over individuds in God's Church who have
voluntarily come under that government, then later over al nations in the world tomorrow!

Of course the message from God includes the knowledge about our Savior, High Priest and coming
King! Of course it includes the true way of sdvation, which the churches of this world do not
undergand! It dso includes knowledge of the location of the territory to be ruled over by the King of
the coming Kingdom of God-the fact it will be on this earth, NOT in heaven!

But there can be no government without laws, and so the true gospel dso must proclam the law of
God, which will bring peace and everything good to those living in the world tomorrow, and success,
happiness and joy to the individua who keepsit now.

The true gospd has to do with the nations of today's world, world conditions today, and Chrigt's
reign over dl nations in the world tomorrow! It is a"full,” complete, dynamic and powerful gospd
that had been kept from the world for 19 centuries by the god of this world-Satan the devil! (Rev.
12:9).

Let's be sure we understand the full meaning of the Kingdom of God.

WHAT THE KINGDOM OF GOD REALLY IS

The Bible speaks of successive world-ruling kingdoms. The first was the Chaldean Empire (often
cdled "Babylon™). God inspired the prophet Danid to say to Nebuchadnezzar, its king, "The God of
heaven hath given thee a kingdom, power, and strength, and glory” (Dan. 2:37).

There aso were other kingdoms in the course of history occupying lesser territories. One was the
Kingdom of Isradl-the family of the patriarch Isradl grown into a nation and later ruled by kings. The
Kingdom of Israel was actudly a type or forerunner of the coming Kingdom of God, which will be
composed of Spirit-born children of God-the Family of God organized into a governing kingdom.

The Kingdom of God will be dud:

1) A KINGDOM. Asakingdom it will be composed of four things: @ aking ruling over b) subjects
within ) adefinite territory with d) laws and an organized system of adminigtering them.

2) A FAMILY. The Family of God, into which humans may be born, is a governing or ruling family.
It will have jurisdiction over dl nations of the earth!

The prophet Daniel, who lived nearly 600 years before Chrigt, knew that the Kingdom of God was to
be an actua government ruling over literal people on the earth because God reveded this knowledge
to him. Danid was one of four extreordinarily inteligent and brilliant Jewish lads in the Judean
captivity.  These four young men were dationed in the pdace of King Nebuchadnezzar of the
Chadean Empire, and werein training for gpecid respongbhilities in the Babylonian government.

1. Did God give Danid specid understanding in visonsand dreams? Dan. 1. 1 7.

COMMENT: King Nebuchadnezzar was the first world ruler. He had conquered much of the
known world, including the Kingdom of Judah. This lofty king had a dream so impressive it troubled
him, moving him to have tremendous concern (Dan. 2:.1). He demanded that his magicians,
astrologers and sorcerers tell him both what he had dreamed and what it meant. Of course they could
not. They were baffled. Then Daniel was brought before the king.

2. Even though Danid disclamed any more human ability to interpret dreams than the Chaldean
magicians, did he tdl Nebuchadnezzar that there is a God who reveals secrets and would make
known to the king what would come to passin the latter days?

Dan. 2:28-30.



COMMENT: Through this dream God was reveding to this world-ruling human king thet there isa
God in heaven-that God is Supreme Ruler over dl nations, governments and kings-that God rules the
universe!  Although during the past 6,000 years God has left the nations generdly to their own
devices, God was giving Nebuchadnezzar a specia opportunity to accept Hisrule.

The main purpose of this dream, as we shdl see, was to reved God's government the fact that God
rules and the truth of the coming Kingdom of God-the one and only true gospel of Jesus Christ. And,
secondly, to reved-preserved in writing for us today what isto happen "in the latter days' or end time.

This is no dry, dull, dead writing for a people of 2,500 years ago. This is living, tremendous, big
news for OUR DAY! It is advance news for us NOW. News, before it happens, of the most
colossd event of dl earth's history certain to occur in our lifetimes-during the next few yeard And it
al hasto do with the very gospd Christ preached. Itisvita that we understand!

3. What did King Nebuchadnezzar seein hisdream? Verses 31-33.

COMMENT: Nebuchadnezzar saw a stupendous datue larger than any ever built by man. Its
gppearance was terrifying! Its head was of fine gold, its breast and arms of slver, the belly and thighs
of brass, legs of solid iron, feet and toes a mixture of iron and clay.

4. As Nebuchadnezzar viewed this statue in his dream, what smashed the statue on its feet?
Verse 34. What happened to the image? Verse 35.

COMMENT: There is a time dement involved in this dream. Nebuchadnezzar viewed the statue
until a supernatural STONE shot from heaven like a meteor, smashing the Statue on itsfeet! Then the
whole of the gtatue broke into smal fragments and was blown away by the wind-it completely
dissppeared. Then this "stone" expanded miraculoudy and quickly became a "mountain” so greet it
filled the whole earth.

Unlike ordinary dreams, this one was caused by God to convey the message of God's sovereignty to
Nebuchadnezzar. This message is part of the written Word of God and it reveds to us today
important facts about the true gospel of Jesus Chrig,

Let's notice the interpretation of the dream as reveded to Daniel by God.

5. Was Nebuchadnezzar's kingdom the first world-ruling empire? Verses 37-38. Who gave
Nebuchadnezzar his kingdom, power and glory? Verse 37.

COMMENT: God reveded Himsdf to thisworld dictator asthe Most High Ruler

over dl-the Head of a universe-ruling government. The Eternd was reveding Himself through Danid
to Nebuchadnezzar, and through the Bible to us today, as the dl-powerful Supreme Ruler who is to
be obeyed!

6. Was Nebuchadnezzar and his world-ruling kingdom represented by the golden head of the
great image? Verse 38.

7. Was a kingdom (pictured by the chest and arms of slver) to arise after Nebuchadnezzar that
would be inferior to hiskingdom? Verse 39.

8. Was yet a third kingdom (pictured by the belly and thighs of brass) to gain power and rule
over dl the earth? Sameverse.

COMMENT: Notice that these passages are speaking of kingdoms that would bear rule over people
on earth. The prophecy is speaking of GOVERNMENTS! It is not spesking of ethered sentiments
"set up in the hearts of men". It is not speaking of churches. It is spesking of governments that bear
rule and authority over nations of people here on earth. It is literd It is specific. There is no
misunderstanding here as to what is meant by the word "kingdom."

God reveded through the prophet Danidl that the great metallic image represented a succession of
world-ruling governments.  First was the head of gold. That represented Nebuchadnezzar and his



kingdom, the Chddean Empire. After him was to come a second, then a third kingdom "which shdl
beer rule over dl the earth.” The prophecy is referring to world-ruling kingdoms or empires.

9. What do the legs of iron of King Nebuchadnezzar's dream image represent? Verse 40.
COMMENT: The legs of iron represent a fourth world empire. 1t was to be exceedingly strong, even
as iron is very strong, thus sgnifying that it was to be stronger militarily than its predecessors.  Yet,
dlver is less vauable than gold, brass less than dlver, and iron less than brass. Though each
succeeding metd was harder and stronger, the decreasing vaue of the metds shows the succession
would deteriorate moraly and spiritualy. And the two legs meant the fourth empire would be divided.

After the Chadean Empire came the Hill larger Persan Empire, then the GrecoMacedonian Empire
and fourth, the Roman Empire. The find empire was divided, with cepitds a Rome and
Congantinople (now called Istanbul).

1 0. Will ten kings or kingdoms, represented by the ten toes, be in existence just before the

Kingdom of God (the great "stone”) is set up? Verses 41-44. What will God's Kingdom do to these
ten kingdoms? Verse 44.
COMMENT: By connecting this prophecy with Daniel 7 and Revdation 13 and 17, we can know it
is referring to the new United States of Europe that is now forming, out of the European Common
Market, before our very eyed Reveation 17:12 makes plain that it will be a union of ten kings or
kingdoms-ten nations or groups of nations. Thiswill in redity be the find resurrection of the medieva
"Holy Roman Empire.”

After the fal of the ancient Roman Empirein A.D. 476, there were to be seven revivas that would
be ruled over by a gentile church cdled the "daughter" of ancient Babylon (Isa. 47:1). Itisachurch
claming to be Chrigian, but actudly named by God "MY STERY, BABYLON THE GREAT" -or,
more plainly, BABYLONIAN MY STERIES (Rev. 17:1-5).

Six of those revivals have come and gone. The saventh is now in the process of emerging. Itisto be
the fina, brief resurrection of the Roman Empire, this time composed of ten European nations or
groups of nations. These are the ten toes comprising amixture of iron and clay (Dan. 2:41-43).

At the end of their days, which will last no more than three and one-hdf years, Christ will return to
earth to set up the Kingdom of God with headquarters in Jerusalem. He is going to set up an eternd
Kingdom that shdl bresk in pieces and utterly consume these end-time kingdoms!

11. When Christ comes, will He come as Supreme King to rule the whole earth? Rev. 19:11-16.
Whose possession will the nations of thisworld become? Rev. 11: 15.

COMMENT: The plain truth d the Bible reveds that the "Kingdom of God" is to be a literd
government compaosed of spirit rulers who shdl rule over dl nations on earth. It is to take over the
governments of the nations at the Second Coming of Jesus Christ.  Chrigt will become the "King of
kings" and He will rule by the law of God. Thisisthe very good news or "gospd of the Kingdom of
God" that Jesus preached !

TO BE "BORN" INTO GOD'SKINGDOM!

Nicodemus, one of the Pharisees occupying an office of authority over the Jews during Jesus day,
came under the cloak of darkness to see Jesus. He admitted that he and the other religious leaders
knew Jesus was a teacher sent from God (John 3:1-2).

Jesus proceeded to reveal to Nicodemus a vitd truth we need to understand about the gospd of the
Kingdom of God.



1. What did Jesus tell Nicodemus must hgppen to an individud before he can "see' the Kingdom of
God? John 3:3.
COMMENT: The Kingdom of God is something those not born again smply cannot see. Therefore
a church on earth could not be the Kingdom of God as some have erroneoudy assumed, because you
can see achurch!
2. Must a person be born of the Spirit before he can enter into the Kingdom of God?
Verse 5. What will he be composed of when "born again”-born of the Spirit of God? Verse 6. Is God
aguirit? John 4:24.

COMMENT: The Kingdom of God is something that can be entered into. But only those who are
"born again” can enter it. We who are born of the flesh are flesh-just mortal flesh and blood. We are
born that way. But it is possible for us to be born again this time not as a mortd, flesh-and-blood
baby, but born of the very Spirit of God. Then we shal be spirit-wholly composed of spirit as God il
Aswe learned in previous lessons of the Church of God Bible Course (specificdly Lesson 8 and 13),
God is not asingle Personage. The Hebrew word for God, Elohim, denotes more than one person. It
shows God isasingle family, or "kingdom," but composed of more than one person.
We have the minera kingdom, the plant kingdom and the anima kingdom. The Bible reveds an angd
kingdom, created by God and composed of spirit. And then, high above dl is the very creating
kingdom - the God kingdom. In other words, the "Kingdom of God"! God the Father, and Christ the
Son) presently compose the Kingdom or Family of God.
The agtounding truth of the Bible is that, God is reproducing Himsdlf. God created mortd man in His
own image o0 that we may become impregnated-begotten-by the Spirit of God. Then, by a
resurrection, we may be born of God-"born again"-as immortal, spirit-composed persons in the
Kingdom or Family of God! Notice how the Apostle Paul explainsit.
3. Canaflesh-and-blood person inherit the Kingdom of God? | Cor. 15:50. How, then,can one
enter God's Kingdom or Family? Verses 51-53.
COMMENT: The Kingdom of God is something no human, born of flesh and blood, can enter or
inherit. It isthrough the resurrection of those begotten by the Spirit of God during this mortd life, that
this morta will put on immortdity and, like God, become immortd, incorruptible-literally BORN of
God's Spirit into the very God Family! Thisis how we shdl enter into the Kingdom of God.

Those thus born again, which will include dl the Spirit-begotten saints of God through the centuries,
will be organized into the executive branch of the government of God to rule this earth’'s mortals under
Jesus Chrigt! (Dan. 7:27; Rev. 2:26-27; 5:1 0).

CHRIST'SGOSPEL BEING PROCLAIMED WORLDWIDE TODAY

Recdl that John the Baptist was the "messenger” whom Malachi prophesied would come to prepare

the way before Chrigt's ministry during His First Coming to earth (Md. 3:1; Mark 1.4, 7-8; Luke
1:13-17). An angd prophesed that John would go ahead of Chrigt "in the spirit and power of Elias
[Elijah], to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and ... to make ready a people prepared for
theLord" (Luke 1: 1 7).
1 After John was put in prison and Chrigt had begun His ministry, did Jesus prophesy that
another "Elijah" was yet to come? Mait. 17:10-11. Isit clear that John the Baptist was a type of yet
another Elijah? Verses 12-13. Did Maachi aso prophesy of another Elijah's coming? Md. 4:5.
What would this"Elijah" do? Verse 6; Matt. 17:1 1.



COMMENT: These verses show that John was atype of the future 'Elijah"-one who would dso be
sent by God to the world in the spirit and power of Elijah the prophet, this time prior to Chrigt's
coming in great power and glory as World Ruler (Md. 3:1-6).

Before the day of the Lord, a human messenger would be commissioned by God to prepare a
spiritual people for God, and turn the hearts of the children to the fathers and vice versa before the
Second Coming of Christ-much the same as John did before Jesus began His minidry.

Jesus also said the Elijah to come would "restore dl things' (Matt. 17:11). Redtitution is restoring to
a former state or condition-restoring something that had been taken away. What former dtate or
condition needs restoring? What was taken away and when?

God's government was taken away from the earth a Lucifer's rebellion. But it was not restored at
Jesus Firgt Coming. Chrigt will restore it when He returns (Acts 3:19-21). And o the heavens have
received Jesus until He comes as "King of kings and Lord of lords' to restore the government of God
(Rev. 19:16). At that time He shall set up the Kingdom of God-the divine, Spirit-born Family of God
thet shal rule the earth.

2. Did Jesus foretd| that the gospd of the Kingdom of God would be preached in dl the world
as awitness in the end time? Mait. 24:14. Would the gospd aso be published among dl nations?
Mark 13:1 0. Would this then be the "dgn" of the end of this age, and Jesus imminent return? Mait.
24:1-3.

3. By what power was the work of God done during the days of God's servant Zerubbabd, who built
the physica Temple to which Jesus came? Zech. 4:6.

COMMENT: In our modern space age, as in Zerubbabe's day, the work of God's Church is
ultimately done not by human power, but by the power of the Spirit of God! The Kingdom of God is
being preached and published in dl the world today by the ingpiration of the Holy Spirit. Many lives
are also being changed, converted, begotten of God's Spirit! God is preparing a firdfruits’ harvest
for His Kingdom. And this precious harvest is the soiritud "Temple' that is presently being built by
God (Eph. 2:19-22), and to which the spiritua Christ will return (Md. 3:1).

Churches have been raised up in more than 60 nations and God has added members to His Church
from more than 1 00 nationd The flock of God is being fed around the world by God's cdled and
chosen ministers. The sck are being hedled and demons are being cast out!

The "fruits’ of the work God is doing through His human insruments today are the same fruits that
the same Holy Spirit produced through the human Jesus and the collective "Body of Chrig" in
gpostalic days The Holy Spirit does the work, and the work is exactly the same - the fruits the same
asinthe days of Zerubbabe, Christ and the aposties!

4, Did Chrigt say that His servants would do even greater works than He had done while on
eath? John 14:12. Even though Chrigt's end-time Church would have little strength of its own, what
would Hefling open for it in order to carry out His Grest Commission? Rev. 3:8.

COMMENT: That "door" was opened by Jesus Chrigt!  Right now, the divine commission to preach
and publicize the gospd of the Kingdom of God in dl the world as a witness to dl nations is being
fulfilled. The gospd of the Kingdom of God istruly being "preached in dl the world for a witness unto
dl nations' as Jesus said it would (Matt. 24:14).

The"dgn" by which we might know the end of this age of human misrule and Jesus Second Coming
is near isthe fulfilling of this prophecy. Itisnow being fulfilled before your very eyes and eard






